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Dear Editor,
  On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization identified the coronavirus 2019 as SARS-CoV-2 and 
a worldwide pandemic. COVID is a common human-animal virus known as bats that can be transmitted to 
humans through droplets floating in the air and aerosols (1). The COVID-19 pandemic has created a set of 
psychological, physical, and social problems associated with COVID-19 in many people around the world. If 
these problems are not addressed, the psychological consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic in the general 
population may persist for a long time and become a global medical crisis (2). Studies also show that coping 
with COVID-19 does not end with vaccination and screening. According to the World Health Organization, 
COVID-19 syndrome is defined as a disease with stable symptoms in people who have defeated the coronavirus 
2019 after a while. The type of persistent symptoms, their prevalence, duration, and severity after recovery of 
COVID-19, as well as their risk factors, are still under investigation (3).
  Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is one of the most common psychological disorders that may occur 
after experiencing very threatening events such as accidents, natural disasters, pandemics, deaths of others, 
and other stressful events (4). Symptoms of PTSD include disturbing thoughts or memories of events, anxiety, 
restlessness, trying to avoid stimuli related to the traumatic event, changes in thinking and feeling, and 
increased reactions to war or flight. These symptoms persist for more than a month after the    traumatic event. 
Studies have shown a 17-44% prevalence of PTSD among survivors of acute illness (5).
   During the COVID-19 pandemic, many people, including hospital staff (6), the elderly (7), patients with or 
suspected of COVID-19 (8), children and adolescents (9), experienced PTSD. Medical staff and nurses are 
among those at risk for this disorder. These employees face traumatic events that threaten their health at work, 
as well as incidents in which their patients are seriously injured or threatened with death, but they are not in 
danger of being threatened in the psychological literature. These events are referred to as observed trauma. 
The COVID-19 pandemic also caused a great deal of stress and anxiety for hospital staff, especially nurses 
who were at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19 (3). In this regard, Li et al. (6) in a review study 
examined the prevalence of PTSD, depression, and anxiety of hospital staff during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In this study, 65 articles from 21 countries were reviewed. The results showed a prevalence of 21.7% in 
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depression, 22.1% in anxiety, and 21.5% in PTSD 
during the prevalence of COVID-19 in the world.
   From the earliest days of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
there has been a perception among people around 
the world and governments that older people over 
the age of 60 are most affected by COVID-19 and 
need to take health care seriously. This in turn 
exacerbated anxiety in the elderly; This caused 
the elderly population to distance themselves from 
other people in the community and experience 
severe post-traumatic stress (10). In the same vein, 
Srifuengfung et al. (7) in a study examined the 
prevalence of depression, anxiety, and PTSD in the 
elderly during the COVID-19 pandemic. The results 
showed that depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic 
stress were 7%, 12%, and 5.5%, respectively.
   Because there was no definitive cure for COVID-19, 
many people with COVID-19 developed high levels 
of post-traumatic stress and anxiety, especially those 
hospitalized (11). In this regard, Einvik et al. (8) in 
a study investigated the causes of post-traumatic 
stress in patients with and without a history of 
hospitalization during the outbreak of COVID-19. 
The results of this study showed that post-
traumatic stress symptoms were reported in 9.5% 
of hospitalized patients and 7% of non-hospitalized 
patients. Shortness of breath and observation of 
death of others were the causes of post-traumatic 
stress in hospitalized patients. Also, a history of 
depression in people without hospitalization was 
a cause of post-traumatic stress. In another study, 
Simani et al. (11) examined the prevalence and 
association of chronic fatigue syndrome and PTSD 
after COVID-19. 120 patients participated in this 
study. The results showed that the prevalence of 
chronic fatigue symptoms was 17.5% and PTSD 
was 5.8%.
 The COVID-19 pandemic has a much wider impact 
on the daily lives of children and adolescents 
around the world than SARS, MERS, or swine flu. 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization estimates that school closures 
have affected 862 million children and adolescents, 
accounting for almost half of the world's population 
(12). In this regard, Liang et al. (9) in a study 

examined the prevalence of psychological distress 
and PTSD in Chinese children and adolescents 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The results showed 
a 12.5% prevalence of PTSD and psychological 
distress.
  Overall, given that two years have passed since 
the coronavirus 2019 pandemic in the world and 
during this period many psychological disorders 
in the general public, hospital medical staff, the 
elderly, patients with or suspected of COVID-19, 
Children, and teens were created. However, we are 
still witnessing the mutation of this deadly virus 
worldwide, which can lead to many psychological 
disorders. Also, since global vaccination has begun 
in many countries around the world, more attention 
needs to be paid to the long-term consequences of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the coming years. In 
this regard, according to the studies, it is suggested 
to use cognitive-behavioral, mindfulness, and 
metacognitive interventions to reduce the severity 
of PTSD to reduce the prevalence of psychological 
disorders in the post-COVID.

Conflicts of Interest
  There is no conflict of interest.

Reference
1. Burdorf A, Porru F, Rugulies R. The COVID-19 
(Coronavirus) pandemic: consequences for 
occupational health. Scand J Work Environ Health. 
2020;46(3):229-230.
2. Fawaz M, Samaha A. COVID-19 quarantine: post-
traumatic stress symptomatology among Lebanese 
citizens. Int J Soc Psychiatry. 2020;66(7):666-674.
3. Moreno-Pérez O, Merino E, Leon-Ramirez JM, 
Andres M, Ramos JM, Arenas-Jiménez J, Asensio 
S, Sanchez R, Ruiz-Torregrosa P, Galan I, Scholz 
A. Post-acute COVID-19 syndrome. Incidence and 
risk factors: A Mediterranean cohort study. Journal 
of Infection. 2021;82(3):378-383.
4. Alshehri FS, Alatawi Y, Alghamdi BS, Alhifany 
AA, Alharbi A. Prevalence of post-traumatic stress 
disorder during the COVID-19 pandemic in Saudi 
Arabia. Saudi Pharm J. 2020;28(12):1666-1673.
5. Parker AM, Sricharoenchai T, Raparla 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

32
59

2/
js

ur
ge

ry
.2

02
2.

10
.1

.1
00

 ]
 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 js

ur
ge

ry
.b

um
s.

ac
.ir

 o
n 

20
26

-0
6-

13
 ]

 

                               2 / 3

http://dx.doi.org/10.32592/jsurgery.2022.10.1.100
https://jsurgery.bums.ac.ir/article-1-306-en.html


Bagheri Sheykhangafshe

 J Surg Trauma 2022;10(1):1-3  3

S, Schneck KW, Bienvenu OJ, Needham 
DM. Posttraumatic stress disorder in critical 
illness survivors: a metaanalysis.Crit Care 
Med.2015;43(5):1121-1129.
6. Li Y, Scherer N, Felix L, Kuper H. Prevalence 
of depression, anxiety and post-traumatic stress 
disorder in health care workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic: A systematic review and meta-analysis. 
PloS one. 2021;16(3): e0246454.
7. Srifuengfung M, Thana-Udom K, Ratta-
Apha W, Chulakadabba S, Sanguanpanich N, 
Viravan N. Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on older adults living in long-term care centers 
in Thailand, and risk factors for post-traumatic 
stress, depression, and anxiety.  J Affect Disord. 
2021; 295:353-365.
8. Einvik G, Dammen T, Ghanima W, Heir T, 
Stavem K. Prevalence and risk factors for post-
traumatic stress in hospitalized and non-hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients. Int J Environ Res Public Health 
2021;18(4):2079.

9. Liang L, Gao T, Ren H, Cao R, Qin Z, Hu 
Y, Li C, Mei S.post-traumatic stress disorder 
and psychological distress in Chinese youths 
following the COVID-19 emergency. J Behav Med. 
2020;25(9):1164-1175.
10. Whitehead BR, Torossian E. Older adults’ 
experience of the COVID-19 pandemic: A mixed-
methods analysis of stresses and joys.Gerontologist. 
2021;61(1):36-47.
11. Simani L, Ramezani M, Darazam IA, Sagharichi 
M, Aalipour MA, Ghorbani F, Pakdaman H. 
Prevalence and correlates of chronic fatigue 
syndrome and post-traumatic stress disorder after 
the outbreak of the COVID-19. J Neurovirol. 
2021;27(1):154-159.
12. Viner RM, Russell SJ, Croker H, Packer J, 
Ward J, Stansfield C, Mytton O, Bonell C, Booy R. 
School closure and management practices during 
coronavirus outbreaks including COVID-19: a 
rapid systematic review. Lancet Child Adolesc 
Health.2020;4(5):397-404. 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

32
59

2/
js

ur
ge

ry
.2

02
2.

10
.1

.1
00

 ]
 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 js

ur
ge

ry
.b

um
s.

ac
.ir

 o
n 

20
26

-0
6-

13
 ]

 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               3 / 3

http://dx.doi.org/10.32592/jsurgery.2022.10.1.100
https://jsurgery.bums.ac.ir/article-1-306-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

